AIR PHOTOGRAPHIC SURVEY
surprisingly calm at high levels until the machines reached the
proximity of the mountains themselves.
An unexpected circumstance which almost entirely nullified
the value of the survey photographs taken on the first flight,
was the thick and well nigh impenetrable dust-haze rising from
the ground to the height of 19,000 feet, and rendering the
southerly "ground control" practically invisible.
On the other hand, fortune favoured our enterprise in one
direction, in that the lenses, being warmed by the electrical
apparatus, remained from first to last free from any trace of
mist or frost.
It will be clear from the foregoing that the vertical photo-
graphs were, in the main, to be devoted to producing results
of a purely scientific nature. The pictorial effects anticipated
from the pictures taken by the vertical cameras would hardly
be appreciated by the world in general, as the mountains and
glaciers shown would be practically unrecognisable when
viewed from that unaccustomed angle.
To illustrate the results of this exploration so as to catch the
eye of the general world, it was necessary to take as many
photographs as possible with "still" cameras.
At die same time we recognised at an early stage in the plans
that these still photographs, commonly known in aviation
circles as "oblique," would have a subsidiary scientific value of
their own. No one appreciated this better than the secretary
of the Royal Geographical Society, Mr. A. R. Hinks.
His prescience led him to consider that in view of the excep-
tional nature and steepness of the ground to be surveyed by
photography, the orthodox vertical series of pictures would be
inadequate and might, indeed, present insuperable difficulties in
effective plotting. At the best, the vertical photographs would
undoubtedly constitute the background and indispensable
foundation of the scientific result, but it was clear that more
ground could be covered, and the vertical photographs am-
plified, by a series of obliques taken with knowledge and
foresight.
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